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impossible. General Hancock directed the trains to be retired and the roads cleared. About 3:30 he reached Cemetery Hill. Near the Cemetery gate he met General Howard, and announced that he had been ordered to assume command. General Howard did not ask to see the order, but remarked that he was pleased that General Hancock had come. No time was spent in conversation, the pressing duty of the moment, it was evident, being to establish order in the confused mass on Cemetery Hill. Buford's cavalry was holding the front in the most gallant manner, the horse-holders, in some instances, voluntarily giving up their horses to retreating infantrymen, and going themselves to the skirmish line. General Buford himself was on Cemetery Hill with General Warren, where General Hancock met them for a moment. Generals Howard, Buford and Warren all assisted in forming the troops.
By threats and persuasion the tide flowing along the Baltimore turnpike was diverted, and lines of battle formed behind the stone walls on either side of the road. To show the disorder into which General Howard's troops had been thrown by the unequal conflict they had waged during the day, it is only necessary to mention that 1,500 fugitives were collected by the provost guard of the Twelfth Corps, some miles in rear of the field.hat an orderly retreat on the Taneytown road would have beenlumn ready to move.
